Kevin Quinn (ISN)

For the last few months, there’s been a deafening
clamour from the media and our political elite, telling
us that we need to restore the i]lll}lil:.' finances by
slashing public-sector pay, unemployment benefir and
other forms of state spending. In the meantime, we're
supposed to forger all about the main reasons why we
find ourselves in this mess: the collapse of the
property bubble, the meltdown of Ireland’s banking
system, and the corrupt, back-scratching response of
the Fianna Fiil-led government to the crisis. If we
remember how we got into this crisis, it soon becomes
clear that government cutbacks are not a "grim
necessity” if the economy is going to recover — they
are the price we must pay for Fianna Fail's
determinartion to bail out its cronies.

[n autumn 2008, Ireland experienced an economic
and financial “Black September” which marked the
end of the Celtic Tiger economy. In September of that
year the entire Irish financial services sector teetered
on the brink of collapse .A decade of reckless lending
to land speculators and developers meant Irish banks
were effectively ruined when the property bubble
burst; but for the intervention of the Irish state our
banks would have faced whole-scale insolvency. Since
then Ireland’s privately-owned banks have been on
financial life-support courtesy of the Irish taxpayer.

Indeed, Brian Cowen's benevolence towards the banks
knows no bounds. He is on record as saying that
whatever “cheques need signing” to save the banks,
they will be forthcoming. The government’s generosity
rowards the banks has been rationalised in terms of
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* |s that a recovery | see?

“maintaining an effective banking system” and
“sustaining the credit flow in the economy”. In reality,
the over-riding priority of this right-wing
administration is to preserve at any cost the private
status of the banks. For ideological reasons, Fianna
Fiil and its Green Party lackeys have adopted the most
expensive bail-out strategy to ensure that Ireland’s
largest and most powerful corporations — the banks —
remained in private ownership. The Irish financial
sector stands at the apex of country’s private enterprise
economy and for this reason the FE/ GP Government
wotlld not consider any dilution of its
“i]]{ln:pi:nr.ln:uu_'“. Hence it rejected out of hand Fine
Gael's "Good Bank™ solution and the Labour Party's
temporary nationalisation plan. PLUS

- Obama and Palestine
- The Lost Revolution
- Copenhagen failure
- Media reform

Disregarding public opinion, which opposed a
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bail-out of the banks and favoured
nationalisation, the government has
defiantly pursued its own agenda
regardless of cost and public sentiment.
To date its re-capitalisation programme
has seen the state pouring €7 billion into
the vaults of the privately owned AIB and
Bank of Ireland. A further €4 billion was
pumped into the insolvent Anglo Irish
Bank. This latter sum is equivalent to the
amount “saved” in the savage December
budget, when cuts were made to social
welfare payments, child benefit and public

service pay.

Fianna Fiil's good will towards the banks
didn't stop there. Finance minister Brian
Lenihan announced that the State would
acquire their toxic assets In order to clean
up their balance sheets. lo facilitate this, a
new statutory body — christened the
National Asset Management Agency
(MAMA) — has been established to borrow
€54 billion in order to buy those toxic
assets at inflated prices. MNAMA's role is to
sit on the assets and pray that property
prices rise at some stage in the next couple

[Jfl:-.':::l.'r;. Meanwhile it is to look after the

* | made the economy THIS sma

a

Irish Socialist Network - www.irishsocialistnet

: auctioneers and estate :

huge interest hill on the €54 billion loan.
[ts other function is to manage
72 64 billion costs set aside to
: (Jut ol

the very

generous
run NAMA over the next decade
this fund, investment bankers, lawyers,
agents will be paid
for their |u'u;'-.r:-:a1'-:1|1'.t| services. That's a
whopping €240million a year slush fund
The recapitalisation of the private banking
cector and NAMA represent the largest
transfer nfs:unlﬂic: wealth into private
hands in the history of the state. 50 will
the Governments strategy work? The
well-respected organ of international

business opinion, the Financial Times,

: was not i[:‘.l]‘rl.i.'.“{'-ir_'l.l: .t voted Brian Lenihan

the 2nd worst performing EU Finance
Minister in 2008 and relegated him to the
hottom of its charts for 2009, The FT
described NAMA as “bold” and “untried”.
Morgan Kelly, professor of economics at
UCD, had this to say: “As well as being
expensive, history shows NAMA-style bad

banks to be |~.-rc:|:"ml11-:{l}- corrupt and

- corrupting institutions. Bad banks are the

means for ,*_'l-:”.'l..'['ﬂ.r‘:‘nt':]lr-: 10 i'l'll.:'l.!léi(_' 1.'.']1'1(_']'1

oligarchs will survive to emerge stronger
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than before. '|'I‘|r.;:.' do not just hﬂl:-p.:_n ble reso
behave in a a:m'lrupt and .1nti—-:]-:|;u~..;.1]_lfil"
nanner, it 15 wha e are e B
! ne it they are le..:.lt;nu-.: to dg, -\
"The Government’s insistence thar w4
lead rto the freeing up of credit s -F“L':]||_. t
yntradicted by Eugene sheehy, ilt"llzl‘ll-:;“
\[B, when he .'||_‘.l['.l|_‘:t1'-;_'r_!| htf.l:!-r-:_-f[]u. boats]
Oireachtas Finance Commirtgee i { 1“'5”
Movember 2009. Mr Sheehy told ¢, i
( .|::11::1':|: e: If people think the day o
NAMA I!I'.I.:l the 1_'1111n_|:]-::.- is going m“.nt
awash with money = it is not gpj
happen.” In the aftermath of Lim.ng i IRELA
L mhber 2008 crisis, t 2 GP;MP
Seprember 2008 crisis, the two largest
banks could have been acquired l-"-“-l'jlhc_- A nati
State for as litele as €5billion, fh’.:-'*'-l.ila dire ol
control over the availability of crediy, www
After opting tor the massively expensive HP.HD
recapitalisation and NAMA projects, Brian R G
Lenihan admitted that "it might be fajr g mobil
say that what we are doing is st iggling 1o
: maintain a private presence in our bank
sector”. God knows what price we will end
I,]I:',l [];'E'_',-"-!I'I.f,_: S0 I_L;!I'IH'I:![} Can wii '
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" WEB LINKS

.’I]nuepandent news and postings, by
activists and for activists. An indispensa
ble resource. :
www.indymedia.ie

ANTI-WAR IRELAND _
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A riational, democratic, non-hierarchical =

anti-war organisation in which the I:
participates. i
Email: info@antiwarireland.org
www.antiwarireland.org

Anti-war group that is active in opposing
US imperialism in the Middle East.
www.irishantiwar.org

|RELAND PALESTINE SOLIDARITY

Palestine solidarity activists.
www.ipsc.ie

HaANDS OFF THE PEOPLE OF IRAN

A newly formed campaign that aims t
mobilise people in opposition to US plans
to attack Iran. Critical of the reactionary
Iranian government.

www.hopoi.org

CHoICE IRELAND

A campaign formed to advocate abortion
rights in Ireland. Believes in a woman’s
right to choose.

www.choiceireland.blogspot.com

Set up to support the people of Erris, 0.

Mayo, in their struggle to fend off Shell's

government-supported plans to build a

dangerous gas pipeline in a scenic part of

Eérql Ireland, Very active on a national
sis.

Www.corribsos.com

ResIDENTS AGAINST RACISM

Dublin-based and long-standing anti-
racism organisation that is particularly

active in opposing government misbehav-
jour. A vibrant and committed group.

www.residentsagainstracism.org

InDEPENDENT WORKERS UNION

A small union, containing many activists
of a socialist disposition. Strongly opposed
to social partnership, it organises partic-
ularly among lower-paid workers and immi-
grants. A campaigning, left-wing trade
union. Headquarters is in Cork.
Www.union.ie

REDBANNER

An independent socialist magazine that
has been produced regularly for the past
10 years. Always worth a read.
www.redbannermagazine.com

he end of social

partnership

f'::'r'j;.u_i ('Connor

W hile soci partner: 1 has been

axistence for the last twenty two years it now
appears to be on its last legs. It may be an
appropriate time to review I1ts Outcomes
Employers, it seems, have been the pring ipal

beneficiary from |1:1|‘1‘.'.-.':~.l1ip Berween 1987
and 1996 the profit share of business in the
Irish private sector sharply increased from
25% to 35% while the

«dded that we had broken decisively with the
British tradition of “mindless militancy”.
This new age utopianism is difficult to
explain. Maybe it was the result of a few
appointments to partnership committees or
boards of the remaining state enterprises. Or
maybe it arose from the fact that Berue,
socialist, supporter of Man U, drinker of

Bass, winner on horses,

rate of return on capital

doubled. In the same
period the wage share
declined from 75% to
65%. There was a radical
income shift away from
labour towards capital.
Not only did employers

CnjoYy very moderate w age

!_ T
erowth but there was also
in

a .~:l-:'.u:|'_'.' decline

industrial conflice with

the strike rate at a

hi;-:u:-ri{::il.l}-' low level.

While employers did well,
the same cannot be said
for their opposite
numbers. From a union
perspective, partnership
now seems to have been a

At

ourset the union objective

dismal failure. the

in entering partnership

ralks Was purely
defensive. ICTU argued
that a negot iated

agreement with

. .
employers and government would act as a

bulwark against the neo-liberal policies of

:'I.['ld.

margin:tli.ﬁ;uiuﬂ- As we now know, all these

deregulation, privatisation union

policies have been implemented with
disastrous consequences. There was little or

no np[mxitiﬂn from the union movement.

Once Partnership became firmly established
its effect on the union leadership was
startling. One senior official announced that
the old conflict between labour and capital

had been

partnership would replace adversarialism.

transcended. From now on

With a nod to nationalist sentiment, he
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former union member

and the working man’s

friend, was in ofhce.

*f.' Unfortunately for the
~.

Lr;aL{L' union movement,

& mplw.'i.' 5 Were unawarc

) a new age had dawned.
For them it was business

a5 usual. the

Despite
benefits of partnership
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and a cooperative union
= movement employers

continued their

' traditional campaign of
union extirpation. dince
4 1987 union density (%
of unionised members in
workforce) in the private
SeCtor has  steadily
declined. It is now as low
as it was during the
economically

1950s. Unrelenting and

-‘.ili:l.:,i"I]'.'I.Iﬂ.

VIgorous employer
opposition has been the
major factor in  this

decline. Beyond a few
whimpers little was done by a supine union

leadership to oppose this drive.

This sorry state of affairs is the greatest failure
of the union leadership under partnership. It
is already having malign consequences. With
the state sector heavily unionised and a uny
union presence in the private sector it leaves
movement vulnerable to the

the union

charge of being a selfish interest group- [he

harmonic co-operators ot [‘-'ll"[”“"*'h'l‘*

devorees of the easy deal, have given the
enemies of -:Jr;_?,;mi:.ml labour a stick with

a B
which to bear them. We can be sure they will

lay it on with a will.
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Government attacks
communit

Stephen Morris

In times of economic recession and massive
um::uplqymmtm, the services, facilities and
programmes provided by the Community
SeClor are mors ifﬁE‘.n.’:lrl.':tllL and essential than
ever. The Community sector's role is to
provide grassroots services to working-class
communities ravaged by the consequences of
right-wing economic policies. These services
are provided and delivered by the Community
sector at a fraction of what it would cost the
state. Yet it is facing savage cutbacks that
threaren the future of many vital projects.

The services provided are broad and wide
ranging. Meals on wheels for the elderly,
childcare, drug rehabilitation programmes,
back to education schemes, Community
Employment Schemes (C.E.), Job Initiatives
Programmes (].1), Community Development
Programmes (C.D.Ps), youth groups, women's
organisations, Traveller and anti-racism
Sroups arc leﬁT a few that could be
mentioned. Yet a systematic attempt is being
made by the Irish government to cut the
funding to all of these vital Community
services. The government is taking financial
resources from these Community groups and
giving it to banks, speculators, and property
developers through bank bailouts and

NAMA.

The abolition of the Christmas social welfare
payment is just one of many cutbacks
imposed on the working class and the
Community sector by this Government. The
4% reducrion in weekly social welfare
payments imposed in last December’s budget
has now been extended to those on C.E
schemes and ].I programmes. There have been
cuts made to the training and material grants
for those on C.E and J.I programmes. C.1D.1s
are facing a batte simply to survive. 30
C.[D.Ps around the country now face closure
:n the wake of the recommendartions in the
McCarthy Report. These closures will mean
that the communities formerly served by the
C.D.Ps will now lose vital services. C.ID.Ds

thar are still able to continue functioning are

: being forced to reduce spending in a way thai
= will threaten their ability to continue
providing essential services within their

. communities. It has been estimated that this
. year alone the Community sector is likely to

5. see almaost 7,000 people lose their jobs.

\ The impact of the cuts being felt within the
: Communirty sector will have long-term

: negative effects in communities. For instance,

: crime rising in communities, as recovery
programmes for addicts cannot do their work
- effectively. The Government has publicly
: stated that the cur of €4 billion made this year !
: is only the first stage of many more cutbacks  °

i [0 COMmCe.

i Perhaps the real reason why this Government

 is systemnatically targeting the Community

WHAT WE STAND FOR

. WOrk -

iects

sector 15 that it ofters |1c:-p|;_', and [TIC% [0

i empower working-class communities. In

i September 2009, over 15,000 people - those
working in the Community sector, those thar
: avail of its services, and those that SUPPOTT its

rook to the streets of Dublin and

other cities to oppose the cuts. I‘»'fi-.m}-' in the
. Community sector believe it has been this

i level of resistance that prevented even more
i savage cutbacks. This resistance must

. programmes such as Drug Rehabilitation have : continue. It is only through grassroots

: also seen cutbacks of 15-20% in their
i funding. The impacr of such cutbacks will see

organisation — especially through the trade

i union movement — that the Communiry
sector can defend itself. In tandem with this
mobilization, the Community sector and the
: working-class communities it represents must

: build a [.‘-‘i}li[i{'ﬂ] awareness that will ultimarely

reject the politics of Fianna Fiil, Fine Gael,

. the Greens and the Labour Party. All of these
. parties support the cuts to the Community
i sector: it's just how they are implemented that

. divides them.

The Irish Socialist Network is a radical democratic socialist organisation, committed to the
complete abolition of capitalism and its replacement hJ a socialist society, by which we mean:

- A transformation of power relationships, leading to

and an end to elite rule.

emocratic control of all aspecis of society

- Collective ownership and democratic control of all economic structures, wealth and resources,

by the working class.

- Equality of all people and an end to all forms of privilege and discrimination.
- Vindication of all human rights: social, political and individual.
- A sustainable society, developing in harmony with the natural environment.

The Irish Sp:iulist Network works to achieve this society on the basis of the following principles:
* Change is brought about by the empowerment of ordinary people not by a revolutionary

vanguard or parliamentary elite.

- Openness, equality, internal democracy, consistent activism and a commitment to class polifics
are essential iraits of a socialist organisation.
- Non-dogmatic Marxist thought is essential for analysing society and advancing the struggle

for socialism.

- While acknowledgin differences, we will work in a non-sectarian manner with, and promote
dialogue between, all socialist and progressive organisations.
- A key component of socialism is internationalism in the struggle for justice, equality and the

defence of the environment.

* x

If you are interested in joining the ISN, email us at irishsocialistnetwork@dublin.ie

Irish Socialist Network - www.irishsocialist.net - email: irishsocialisinetwork@dublin.ie




Labour Gains

Ed Walsh (ISN)

As people try to hgure out what happened
to the Celtic Tiger, the Irish Labour Party
has seen a big rise in its support. With
Fianna Fail sinking to third place in the
opinion polls, Labour has been scoring
high across the country, with voters in
Dublin placing it ahead of all comers. If
this surge holds together until the next
general election, Labour might repear the
“Spring Tide” of 1992, when it won its
highest ever share of the vote and more
than thirty seats in the Dail. So what we
should we expect from Labour and its
leader Eamon Gilmore?

Gilmore has certainly tried to tap into
public anger about the economic crash
with populist rhetoric about Fianna Fail’s
cosy relationship with bankers and
property developers. He has denounced the
ruling party as “Celtic Tories” who wanrt to
“hammer public services, atrack public
servants, kick the poor and let the wealthy
and the influential off scot free”.

But this rhetoric doesn't mean Gilmore will
stand behind workers who are trying to
resist the vicious cut-backs of our “Celtic
Tory” government. As the trade union
movement prepared for a belated day of
action against cuts, the Labour leader
added his tuppence worth of
condemnation: “I make no secret of the
fact that I don't want to see strikes. [ don'
want to see conflict. | want to see people
_ﬁiT[in;_:I down. rn:_';u:hi[lg ;1;_1r¢_-|:mq_'1:|l HHL{
doing what's best in the interest of the
:;uun[:'-r.,'_” Fianna Fail and the business elite
represented by IBEC have made it clear
that there's anly one kind of "agreement”
they're willing to negotiate with trade
unions: the sort that involves drastic cuts
in pay and conditions for workers. The
only thing that can stop them in their
tracks is industrial action. In practice,
:;;l.l!ui[lgg for trade unlonists not to go on
strike means telling them they should ler
the state and the L‘r11|_.I'|".J_':.'L']3*~ wallk [ig]n Qv
them.,
Gilmore went on to insist that “a Labour
government would not be a trade union

government ... in particular, there are

reforms that have to be brought abourt in
the running of our public services that
would bring a government into difhculry at
times with trade unions.” Funnily enough,
he wasn't so keen to emphasise that a
Labour government wouldn’t be an "IBEC
government’, Of that some of the reforms
Lahour wants to introduce would bring ir

into confrontation with r.:[npluj.';_-r:c.

Of course, were not really ralking abour a
prospective “Labour ;-;n-'c_'rnn‘u-n[" at all:
we're talking about a Fine Gael-Labour
coalition, with FG in the driving seat as the
largest parry. Mot for the first time in its
history, Labour is paying the price for its
own lack of ambition. After the 2002
election, Labour could have formed a
left-wing bloc with other parties and
independents that would have had more
seats than Fine Gael. Instead, it helped
Enda Kenny to lead his party back from a
disastrous election. Fine Gael bounced

back and is now in the ideal position to

» What's on the menu from Labour?

take advantage of disillusionment wich
Fianna Fail’s performance in power. Any

= =, -
government headed by Fine Gael will
certainly deserve the “Celtic Tory™ labe] - if
anything, they'd be worse than the

Current
administration.

Many people on the Irish Left seill hope
that Labour will break with the rtwo
conservative parties and lead a left alliance
that can challenge for power. Sinn Fein h’t.'
now made this into the COrNErstone of -“-_; =
political straregy in the Souch, [ LEUI'_'.'::n'!.
scem like there's any chance of that
|1;|,F'.-|1q'r|i:1£;. I:i!luu;_;h- The CUrrEns [-”h'”llt'
]c';u{-;_'[':-i]:“jj.'l s -:.'|i.';1r|}' Very l_'nn]f-n!'l';z]'l]q_‘ 1.-,-'1”1
the prospect of entering a BOvernmene with
Enda Kenny as Taoiseach. There’s no
significant opposition to coalition wigh
ri_g;h[-win;__: P.l[’T:il.'.‘S- coming from inside
Labour. Labour may held up in the polls
until the g;':l'.rl.d election comes. Bur 54 =
vehicle for -;_'|Llr1}_;i[|~|_rI Irish sociery, ic's

;a_!j:]_l_'lj-\.[ -,_'-:_'FinHl‘.' | li.gl_".'l'i.] I:.i-|-|'i--|'i--




Copenhagen:
the predictable f 1} Sticky Topic

failure

Mictel Lowy (Ecorecialist Netwerk)
We - I mean the Marxdses, the

Labour Gains

Fd Walik (TS5

ury w0 Bguee ot what happened ol Breatbuach (15N

0
» Whai's 0n the rmeny lom Labourt
Brian Hanley and Sesrr Millss The Loai
Kevolaion: The S4ory of the (Hhcisl 1RA
and the Warken' Farty Penguim, 2007

Business as usual for
Israeli apartheid

Frawid Lamidy

Eco-socialists, the radical climare justice
sctivists - were quite pesshmistic abow
the so-called Uniced Mations
Conforence on Climate Chinge and hsd
predicred that Copenhagen would end

capitalist system dacan't know any
efiteria other than nsore scoumulation,
greaver expansion and kigher profics,
und iberefoee §s umible bo take the

i sl mcasunes nedessEry 16 provent
catassrophic climare champe, And simce
wr kmew tha the vast majoriey of the
“woald leaden™ preseni in Ca

are nrtbiing bus ﬁ]lhl:ull-.‘ni::?‘
capitalist bnterests, we thoughs that the
Conference would limit itielf to vague
promies about a 5% reductbon of
COZ emiisbans by 2050, In one word,
wr believed ibat the

moustaln would glve binh 1o mome.

Weell, I masr sdmsdt that we were wrong.
Wemmpml.ﬂuktuuﬂu']h
En-pulqﬂmu.liﬂﬂuﬂd.utﬂw
Birth re & mowsie bt te o cockrosch.
Kyoao was already a big fallwre, since it
almes weee tldbcubously low - @ meduction
of 5% undll 2012 - and the methods
msed, such as the “market of polluton
rights®, absolsdy mnable wo adhleve
any significunt progrea. But
Copenhagen ls mech, much ke than
Eyoto, which at bease scknewledged the
need o intermaonally agroed

0 Y e [ T

Whar kappened! China agcused the US
wof not commsining luselll io any
meaningful measures b feduce
i the LS sooused China of sot
accepting any imicmatonsd
comskimeent 1o redugg amiviza. Bl
iniiigcd that they couldn’t do anything
IF the osher doca’t move Europe
explained that they couldn’y take asy
indtiatives withour the LS and Chima.
Thet wsnily thisg whey all sgreed on, and
happily o, was the mrgre need on da
nothing

Sa we have got ealy an ugly osdkinesch.
concasiod by the “world leadon™ befom
hurrledly leawing dee Conferonce by the
hachk daaar, [n s & comiplenely sndd
documeent saying thar, s everybody
knawan, one ihoiild peeviil nem peditiiee
rising beyond 2°Ca Mot o woed abou
i-;‘llnudlumu
prrcemtages of reduction mentioned,

S, whave Is hape? The snly bipe that
exinta Iy bn the 100,000 people whs
demenuraved in the serets of

ser=—=ra Changing the media

the Confermce, trylng 1o apen a
dialsguc with the “ofdal®
Fpreseatatives, ki worn roonbved by
i gas and police chab, and aw their
vpeshoaman - like Tadeo Mialler <
wrrgied for “inclivmawi o visbenoe™,
O b e thousand who took past bn
the dincusslons off the alteraatine
Iil-h-—. .IHM|
riducion denouncing the
perudo-soluiions of the syaem
(earksn trade™, eoch Thors I also hops
in pelitkeal beadigrs lika the Bolivian
Preskdent Bve Menibo - among the vwry
firwe everptions - that dhowed soliduriny
with she Climate [usiioc mevomoni, and
deniinced cuprtialihum s tha spmigms
reiganal ble Fow dlesn s ghobeal

Farmmn, poeit and singged osr Hill sald,
Just balass bt ing vheed by ihe wuibaiiakis
on fake ssxwnatloms “Than't mouns.
orgiadie.” Wi maat rotum 1o ser
cotininien, and saganisg poeple, in the
B, i b Tagnastios, in the sossals, s

by, evpecially il # i

aferward:

nature of the anganiss i

coipd facher o
silvamce whan the impomane
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