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THE POLICING 
DEBATE 
Paul Little gives the I RS P's analysis of what is needed 

POLICING DEBATE, CONWAY 
MILL, 3RD APRIL 2001 

IRSP SUBMISSION, 
DELIVERED BY PAUL LITTLE 

Policing, what we want, what we 
need and what is possible is the 
working title for tonight's debate 
and as the political process lurch
es from one crisis to another the 
question of how our communities 
are policed remains one of cru
cial importance to those of us 
who care passionately about the 
environment in which we raise 
our families. 

The Republican Socialist 
Movement has been quite clear 
and consistent in regards to the 
policing debate, the RUG in any 
way, shape or form, under any 
set of initials, wearing any uni
form is unacceptable to our peo
ple. 

'Patten' itself is a compromise, 
not on policing but on fair and 
equal policing, why should any
one have to make compromises 
to secure fair and equal policing 
is beyond us. Let us say clearly 
here tonight that our communities 
have the right to fair and equal 
policing, nobody has the right to 
negotiate a compromise on fair 
and equal policing. The 'Patten' 
compromise was entitled a con
sultative process, many political 
parties and community groups 
attended public meetings and 
made written submissions, the 
IRSP were no different and made 
our views quite clear on the 
issue. 

However, after the report was 
published not one political party 
came back into these communi
ties and asked the ordinary work
ing class people what we thought 
of the report, almost silently 'dis-

band the RUG' became 'imple
ment Patten.' The British through 
Peter Mandelson turned the 
Patten report on its head and 
essentially concentrated on cos
metic changes to the RUG, uni
forms, the name, emblems, this is 
what change is being delievered. 
No mention of banning plastic 
bullets, no disarming, white land 
rovers instead of gray ones. Lets 
send a clear message from this 
hall tonight we are not buying it, it 
is not enough. The RUC/PSNI 
still remains a paramilitary force 
that is in a position to implement 
British rule in Ireland by force of 
arms and some of the most dra
conian legislation in the world 
today. The IRSP reject this as we 
are sure most within the working 
class community do. 

The fact that the British could not 
deliver a fair police service, nev
ermind implement the flawed 

Patten recommendations is a 
clear indication that the British 
are not serious about social 
change. They are still wedded to 
a military strategy in Ireland. They 
have neither the courage or the 
will to deliver this most basic 
tenet of civil rights. 

COMMUNITY RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE 

On the issue of local restorative 
justice schemes the jury is still 
out, without a doubt they are a 
wonderful opportunity for the 
community to operate a fair and 
equal system that seeks not to 
criminalise but to assist in the 
gelling of community spirit. 
Unfortunately, there is evidence 
thatin the nationalist community 
that it is being operated by peo
ple of a singular political affiliation 
and therefore it is dogged with 
allegations of favouritism and far 

from being a uni�Ning community 
initiative it is proving to be a divi
sive force within the community, 
turning neighbour against neigh
bour. In the loyalist/Unionist com
munity some of those involved in 
implementing restorative justice 
are associated with organisations 
who remain the largest importers 
and suppliers of illegal drugs in 
Ireland. The issue of community 
policing needs to be taken away 
from singular political identities 
and applied evenly across the 
board by a wide range of com
munity personnel. There needs to 
be much more community dis
cussion on the remit of communi
ty restorative justice, it should be 
remembered that whilst restora
tive justice is quite new to Ireland 
it is not new elsewhere, especial
ly in Australia where the initiative 
originated. 

We need to hear the experiences 

and see the results before we 
can judge the system that we 
have here. All is not lost on the 
issue of CRJ, but it will be if it 
continues down 

its present course where it is 
viewed by most as another 
branch of a movement which per
sistently fails to deal with its own 
community offenders but has no 
problem in dishing out any 
amount of punishment to others 
outside their organisation. 

The very issue boils down to who 
is the 'community'. We believe 
that all who live within a commu
nity are deserving of equal treat
ment, not just those who agree 
with a particular political view
point. Community Restorative 
Justice needs to speak out clear
ly and unambiguously against all 
anti community behaviour, not 
just the old chestnuts of joy rid
ing, theft, underage drinking and 
drug related crime. We are all 
agreed that this type of behaviour 
is unacceptable in our communi
ties. \t is also essentia( that com
munity 1'es\ora\\'Je \us\\ce 
schemes speak out clearly 
against the type ol anonymous 
leaflets that are flooding working 
class districts at present, these 
leaflets which name persistent 
attenders are also being used to 
malign, demonise and set up 
political opponents, leading to 
lynch mobs outside people's 
homes. Is that really the road we 
want to go down? I don't think so. 
There will always be those who 
place themselves on the outside 
of the community, but the one 
scenario that cannot be allowed 
to develop is that Community 
Restorative Justice no matter 
how good it does, is brought into 
disrepute by those who seek to 
exploit it for their own narrow 
political aims. 

COMMUNITY RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE IS FOR EVERYONE! 

Nationalist community under constant attack in North Belfast. 
The recent. events in North 
Belfast have been repeatedly 
condemned by the Irish 
Republican Soclallst Party. 

In a statement to the national 
and internatlonal press the IRSP 
accused the authorities and the 
state of abandoning the national
ist working class in North Belfast 
in the face of a concerted military 

ment tackling those responsible 
for the current level of loyalist 
attacks. It is with incredulity that 
we have listened to Dr. Reid and 
his claims to have reviewed the 
UDA ceasefire and declared It 
sound, whilst the Stormont 
assembly acts as if the current 
crisis on the streets of North 
Belfast has nothing to do with 
them . 

acklng the Good Friday 
ment as a 'farce' Paul Little 

polltical parties 
ts who are party 
at is the Good 

should wake 
ee, whilst 

ant fail to 

tackle loyalism that is refusing to • 
change, refusing to live beside 
their Catholic neighbours without 
attacking them and choosing the 
weakest in our society as its vie• 
tims all talk of a peaceful future 
here is fantasy with no basis in 
reality. 

The nationalist working class 
Is entitled to the same peace
ful future as everyone else and 
cannot be written off as a sac
rifice to sectarian bigotry 

Right: The dally scene of 
terror at Holy Cross Primary 
School In Ardoyne 

+ 
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McALISKEY CALLS 
FOR REPUBLICAN 

SOCIALISM TO 
BECOME MORE 

RELEVANT 
Bernadette McAliskey, speaking 
in Bray, County Wicklow, at the 
annual Seamus Costello com
memoration called upon 
Republican Socialists to refocus 
on the ideals of Seamus 
Costello's Republican 
Socialism. The commemoration 
was held on the 6th 9ctober In 
lh.e Little Bray cemetery where 
Seamus Costello is buried. 
Around a hundred people 
turned out to pay their respects 
to a man described by 
McAliskey as one of modem 
day Republicanism's great 
thinkers and motivators. She 
said that the struggle for a 
Workers Republic and interna
tional Socialism had lost one of 
the finest revolutionaries of his 
generation. 

Another speaker, prominent 
Bray community activist Gerry 
McDonnell, said that in the 24 
years since the assassination of 
Seamus Costello, the town had 
suffered an escalation of social 
deprivation including heroin 

under the lnHuence of corporate 
greed and self indulgence. He 
said that the people holding the 
reigns of power in the town had 
not served the needs of the 
working class of the area well 
and asked those present to 
assist in the creation of a real 
and credible republican socialist 
alternative to benefit the work· 
ing class of Bray and beyound. 

Guest speaker and personal 
friend of Seamus Costello, 
Bernadette McAliskey, 
off the commemoration 
ing those present to an 
al rendition of the 
anthem "The lnte 

UNCENSORED EIRCOM 
What Next? 

In a previous edition 61 this 
paper, we called into q�estion 
the right of the ]26 County 
administration to sell what -µas 
then Telecom Eireai1n, the 
state communication� conip,� 
ny. We expressed outright 
opposition to privatisation of 
the company argulng��a l�l)].e 
development went ahead that 
the future looked bleak for the 
company, so what has 
occurred since then? 

POLITICS 
News and views from republican socialists 

Deaths at work equals 
Employers Terroris!p.!

An estimated 2000 mourners ily, friends and fellow work mates labours � on construction • sites 
gathered at the end August for 
the funeral of Tadgh 'Timmy' 
Kelliher in Dublin's Ballinteer dis
trict. Timmy (58) is survived by 
his wife Bridgd and children Sean 
and Una. His brother Patrick paid 
tribute to him by say "He was a 
loyal friend and work mate". 

Following the funeral of Timmy 
Kelliher from Ballinteer, Dublin, 
an Irish Republican Socialist 
Party Ard Comhairle representa
tive said: "On behalf of the IRSP, 
I would like to pass on our heart 
felt condolences to Timmy's lam-

Free 
Dessie O'Hare! 

The Irish Republican Socialist 
Party, are currently campaigning 
for the immediate release of 
Political Prisoner Dessie O'Hare 
from prison. To date Dessie has 
spent over 13 years in gaol. 
However under strand three of 
the 'Good Friday Agreement' its 
states that all prisoners whose 
organisations are on ceasefire 
will benefit from the early release 
scheme. Dessie is a recognised 
Irish National Liberation Army 
(INLA) political prisoner of war. 

Therefore, as the INLA is an 
organisation which is currently 
on ceasefire, Dessie O'Hare 
should benefit from the early 
release scheme. A scheme 
which is afforded to all other 
political prisoners who qualify. 

Irish Justice Minister of the 26 
country administration, John 
O'Donoghue, has already stated 
that Dessie O'Hare, 'is a qualify
ing prisoner' so the question 
everyone must ask is; 

WHY IS DESSIE STILL IN 
PRISON? 

We ask you to assist Dessie to 
obtain equality, justice and free
dom by sending letters of protest 
demanding equality and justice 
for Dessie O'Hare to: 
Department of Justice, Equality 
and Law Reform, 72-76, St. 
Stephens Green, Dublin 2, 
Ireland. 
Tel: +353 • 1 • 6028202 
FAX: +353 • 1 • 6615461 
Internet: info@juslice.ie 

For further information on the 
campaign to release Dessie 
O'Hare contact: 
LR.S.P, 4 Cavendish Row, Dublin 

. at ·this tfme. The death of yet throughout the country are con
another Innocent construction 
worker is tantamount to 'employ
ers terrorism' ·which has to be 
challenged before we are faced 
with further loss of life." 

On the issue of construction 
worker unions taking up the fight 
against deaths at work IRSP 
party representative told The 
Starry Plough, "We welcome any 
attempt by workers to highlight 
this terrible issue by taking indus
trial action, \½ch as one day stop
pages. The safety and lives of 

tinually flouted by the bosses in 
their pursuit of profit." 

Concluding, the IRSP represen
tative said "The truth has to be 
slated and stated firmly, 'deaths 
at work equals employers terror
ism'. Both Unionised and Non
Unionised labourers have now 
got to go that bit further by calling 
on other workplaces who have 
been repeatedly subjected to 
'employers terrorism' to add their 
voices by taking similar industrial 
action.11 

REPUBLICAN SOCIALIST 
ARCHIVE RROJECT 

Since late last year the 
'Republican Socialist Archive 
Project' have been compiling the 
begining of a detailed history 
archive on republican socialism. 

Speaking earlier this year, one 
project worker informed 'The 
Starry Plough' that "The project 
so far consists of items such as 
9ld issues of 'The Starry Plough' 
but so far we haven't been able 
to put together a full .collection of 
the paper since its formation in 
1975, therefore if there are any 
past or present members of the 
I RSP who have old back issues 
of the paper laying around the 
house or away in the attic then 
please try and dig them out and 
make a donation to this important 
historical project. 

"Some older members have 
made donations of pamphlets, 
leaflets and even posters, some 
of which are a bit damaged but 
the project is aware that more of 
the'se types of vital items are out 
there as the IRSP was highly 
active politically during the 
1970's, 1980's and 1990's. 
There is also the option of copy
ing photos or any other items that 
people don't which to part with. 

"People have even come forward 
with photographs and personal 
items belonging to comrades 
previously involved with the 
Republican Socialist Movement. 

We have photos of marches, 
protests and commemorations 
throughout the years since the 
movements inception in 197 4." 

Asked as to what will eventually 
become of the projects items the 
project worker said "Well, even
tually the 'Republican Socialist 
Archive Project' hopes that we 
may be able to open up a type of 
museum in which past, present 
future members and their fami
lies and friends can come and 
visit at their leisure, look back 
and remember comrades with 
pride. We hope that it will be 
able to give an historical back
ground lo the Republican 
Socialist Movement for newer 
members and its growing mem
bership so they can ·1earn from 
the past and build for the future 
of the Movement, to the class 
were it comes from and its goal 
of a 32 country, workers repub
lic." 

So if you have any of the above 
items or something else which 
you have hidden away grathering 
dust and would like lo make an 
important donation, then please 
contact a member of the IRSP to 
notify the project, or better still, 
write to the Republican Socialist 
Archive Project directly at: RSAP, 
P.O. Box 1981, Derry, BT48 BGX, 
Ireland. 

Republican Socialist Martyrs 
Flute Band 
Band members required for RSMFB both male 
and female are welcome to get involved. Ages 
from 13 - 16 years. Weekly practice sessions. If 
your interested contact 02890 321024 

eparate proposals for refu 
'1umps across County Kildare is 

using wide spread ange 
amongst locals, Many expresse 
ears about the health of children 
t a rpeeting of North West 
lldare Envfronmental Protectio 
roup In Coill Oubh, 

Studies made by the British 
edical Journal suggested a 

ncrease in the risk of blrt 
aefects for babies living nea 
umps. Indications were also 
ade of a greater likelihood o 

defects such as spina bifida an 
asthma. The NWKEPG is aòđ 
y opposing plans for a dump a 
rehid-Timahoe as well as 

similar proposal for locations at 
Usk and a site near Robertstown 

as also led to local protests. 
Speaking to The Starry Plougti 
one local activist said "Residen "9"9 \\'\a\ 'WOUid ��ńŦ 

ưǞe ro pÊŖt fÄĲg 
from these dumps into the 
Blackwater and Boyne river 
and, eventually, the Barrow river. 
I is wrong that in this day an 

age that local authorities can' 
develop a sound environmental!� 
friendly way of desposlng of ou 
waste. What they (the loca 
authorities) want to have is a 
quick fix but residents must 
stand firm as it's not on!" 

For a moment ignore the fact 
the share floation cost the pub
lic their savings, less than two 
years after the state sell off, the 
company is to be no more. 

Dennis O'Brien, another crony 
of Fine Gael made a millionaire 
through bribing some minister, 
and the illustrious Tony O'Reilly 
of lndependant fame, are 
locked in a bidding war for the 
remnants of Eircom. As with 
Esat, one of two Irish moblie 
phone company's Eircell the 
Telecom Eireann version, both 
concerns are now owned by 
British Telecom. What other 
country would trust the fate of a 
vital national interest such as a 
stae communications structure 
to a foreign multi-national? 

Al this rate inevitably it will only 
be a mat\et o\ \\me 'oe\at� 
C.\rcom ceases �). ex,S\ a\\o-
gether for victory will go either 
to O'Brien or O'Reilly. Both are 
accountable to on-one. 

What of the Irish public? Who 
in government now cares to 
stand over the promisies made 
to them before the sell-off of 
Telecom Eireann? What of the 
company's employees who 
face an uncertian future at the 
hand of either O'Brien or 
O'Reilly? O'Brien we recall 
denied union rights to employ
ees while in ownership of Esat. 

The battle to save the state's 
communications company has 
been lost, but we should take 
this as an example as a lesson 
to save the limited number of 
concerns retained in our 
hands. 

Hunger Strike Book 
Now On Sale 

A new booklet, "Memories of 
1981", is now on sale. It was 
officially launched daring the 
Celebration of Resistance 
Weekend in Derry. It includes 
biographies of the ten hunger 
strikers as well as an historic 
look at the use of hunger strike 
as a form of protest. It also 
Includes eyewitness accounts 
of 1981 from friends, comrades 
and relatives of the hunger 
strikers. 

It costs £3 + £2 P&P and is 
available from: 
Starry Plough Publications 
PO Box 1981 
Derry 
BT488GX 
IRELAND 
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STATEMENT FOLLOWING AMERICAN ATTACKS BY IRSC N 
CO-ORDINATOR PEADAR BAILE Statement ol the North Amencan oordlnalor ol the lntemallon.Í enl of the Irish Republican Party oo the AttakÖ on the States. The North American lnator of the lnsh Republican Isl Party's InternańŃ ent ŁŌ a ĴǇ staŏľ onse l o  the attakÖ against n targets In  New York and , DC. The IASP IS Ƃū ge in luD,ŁƥftsŖĴ, ńƘlhalltis� SPĶŞd&artyltsƼų With the inncÔnt working d menwho di8d in these lheƾŧŅŃandýĄ e VdÕms, who musl endure loss.At thesame time,lhe emational Depatßent and its msabon an North łŰ, ƛƣthaltheyŝƭ ttiyand sol--lhe nabonsandĺƾaround who hawi endured ŭƅ al the hands of us impenot þľ in the great out• Ʃǖ now being extend· ŋĺ Ǆź ÕÜ ŔŅ class ttleƹȱandcreatrv• means tor an nations to be nly.ōƳandĸŰ JorĦƁ and thâ� . We believe the selfish olĽĽaodłƱļƀ

ol ructing as though It fromtheeèyļƆltso tratasaround theglobe a ĥò G9nnany , EňĬ, Vietnam, JpÂn, Algeria. thesenabonshllWa! one ' er Ȱɗ the dvÆs eÔ� war on their national __ .\ __,..,,, ctear that allof thesena resŃď about jumping Into őłthandoes theUn· than a civil war fought the19thcentury,theU US ŏłment have lheß�ughteroflnncÔn oldvilŏƴ.the des enltlon that other nations haps,that has helped to Amencan government's cont! gaoco For thal reason, we Imagine taken on Tŉł In New Yo were a desperale attÚ� to ÞÈmment and the US am,w at what they are doing of the globe, to lhe other ŋĺs ol this planet Let's rather Ulan nytng Into a bl ńŃd theŋĺol Ame œǆnlly to see-to seeth eyes of others lnthisworfd;to thehorror,theĸŁr,andthe bombs caused In Iraq, in YugosJavfa, In Laos, In Vi !��.In Panama. and th Lei us hope that the ĸƧOOl ałƁthe oflheworld by the same asaǊƐon the� --ollheaelu-lhe vas, mťƝ of uslOsee lheee -
and their ¡äfflmenl ļł· Impossible to gain justice slaughtered in N"' York by ŏŭ InĿň people in I AÚÈnlstan or ļƼre ,\ no bomb$ so •ňā 

\X .Z_ -ol on� tatement of lhe NotÚ American d'IR8tor ol the Inteőƪal epartmenl of the IMh RĆĐlcan • Party on lhe ûƜ on ttl& -me,uoneŐļrtlheblÑy oflhe to offarŇƪʟɅto lhose most loudly being expŊļ ,\ ___ .\ntted Sta:189 of łŰ on Tŉł. lnsh-ƥǴPar!yand ¸æ and - In ĕģ lhe lJS)oin youlnŪƪlhose among ... - and lrjurod. e do not supportƪǘofƦƯ rt any bm olwarfare-con• orwagedrhrotqlƞƴtacor1heuaeol tenor,-.when,uln caseol theWorldTradeCenter,ltls BstraleglcƬơlargeL 

Ăĕ-ttlalln mageo ol--1ho pie� ... back to the inĿň _.,_ foo«ńĥĻŎ lhelrƘƴandon the Ziggura!ƳǦbull ... N{llm-- and ķƺ ... whole otƻǝ l.et us'-lhoy how the Pȟɼ ĵŕ feel when an fires a mlaielnto Let us,_lhat ŅƠonĿţlnto ŋĺofl.aoo,

Last months attacks on Now York and Washington by aeroplane suicide bombers 'hava been rightly condemned across the world as an horrific tragedy. No one can In any fo"'\, of language, JusUfy such an attack on thousands of Innocent people. The targets were without doubt symbols of US imperialism whk:h would have been clear in the minds of lhose you carried outthe attack. The terrible events has triggered oft a green light for the US and British imperialism that will inevitably hold serious oonsequences for anti-imperialists the world over. Thelr generalised 'war against lerrorism' is an easy way to single out and eradicate anyone who does not comply with their line of thought or behaviour. It most surety isn't a war directed solely against Bin-lid bin Laden or other Islamic fundamentarists. Already emergency laws and dracooian legislation has been passed on both sides of the Atlantic to oounteract legitimale forms of protest or resistance to what has been happening in Afghanistan as a result of those suicide attacks on inncÔnt people in North America MŊŁ air stnlces have taken place, at least one bomb hi! a residential area on the first night of American and Břĺ retaliation. Just as live foorsge of those horrmc evenrs of septembe 1th taåhed ņŅ our screens. the US "War ǻȳ was Șɰ and immediately aeated its targets by pumping out the now normal line of propaganda. A BraziTian student, MacÛo, who qullÇy spotted the US propaganda m0\18 claimed that CNN was showing old cØnes of celebrating Palestinians, claiming they were celebrating the World Trade Centre disaster. The scenes were not old, but were manipulated. He said ·rn a Ńľ statement CNN insisted that the famous footage was shot on the day of the World Trade Centre blast Meanwhile, German reporters of the prÙÜgious •Panorama• TV magazine investigated how the scenes were shot What they found out was amazing. On German TV they aired, supposedly for the first time, parts of the entire 4-minule footage not previously shown. 

II 

NO WAR "It became clear that a person was animating a couple of chlldren to cheer in front of the camera. The woman cheering was offered a candy to act cheerlul. She later said she was shocked that her pictures were shown in the context ot1he terrorist attacks. She had no Idea what they were for. A 1o1al view ol the scene shows a street largely full of at best apathlc people doing business as usual. Only a handful of people standing in front ol 1he camera are celebrallng". However here in Ireland we are all lamlllar with years ol US and British Imperialism's propaganda machine. Throughout 'the 1roubles' the IASM has sulfered greatly at their hands. This war, as well as the propaganda that capitalism has created around it Is of course, like all wars before it, is an attempt by global capital to distract our anger off the real battle and that is permanent to this Ļƅty and that's the cßÔ war. Responsibility for whathas happened in New York lies atlheleelofthe lmperialisl poliÕÜ of lhe äýmmen.ç or rhe USA and their allies wtÜln the EU, Blalr, Chirac, Sheeder, Putin or Bertucâni. Talk of a deep ňĽion has been on the cards for some time now, not to mention the growing discontentment amongst the workers of the world who have been ready for just about whatever action necessary in their stand against the ĺŕ cutbacks. What bet· tar way to take peoples minds of widespread Industrial action and pitch battles with the bosses than lo pull the rug out from underneath them wilh a third world As the US Congress held emergency sessions to debate what line of attack or defence they should employ. With the stroke ol a pen over $40 biUJon was 

put ln the hands or Bush and his masters to assist whatever type of war effort or plan they come up with In order lo exacl reVenge on those responsible. Suretysomethlngls wrongthore.WhyhaSil beenthal for decades campaign groups and organisations llghllng !or, lets]us1 say1or example, better health or medlcal services In the light against HIV or AIDS, oven Cancer research, yet government funds were tied up elsewhere and the .same would In deed go for leglslatlon in support or olfect\Øoly oomballng such Issues. 

No matter how many eyeboés are raised at the promptness ol such a delivery of hard cash to play with, you will never hearthecrlesof "Fouramongst the patriotic battle cries for *Revenge� or .even 0\18r the repetive sickening chorus of "God Bless America I" After 50 years protecting American multlnallonal Interests and, combating communism and liberation movements, Iha secret seÙŀ In the USA keep supporting lasclst, reactfonary natlonallsl tendenclesthat they use to divide our class throughout the world, They recrull, arm, and build up such groups In differ-

ant countries as high level terrorists. This tactic stretches back to Nazi recruitment within !he American secret services aft�r the second world war, to the Death Squats in El Salvador, and the reactlonary mercenaries ln AfghanlStan. Middle class lefties ol this and other countries, who have fn previous wars favoured in ways the lesser of two evlls or anyone who stands against the west and their allies. During the Gull War trendy lefties called for 'Hands off Iraq'. One even went so far as to say that it hoped Sadam would give Maggie •a bloody nose�. But those 'sects' have no connection or relevance either to the day to day lives of our class or what we have suffered. We must refuse to be drawn in lo taking sides, between 'good' and 'evil' or between 'the goÓ guys' and 'the bad guys' as their media so dra· matically put it. We will not be slaughtered fn a third world war In  the interests of global capital which ls always :'!:�price of the lives Even though as republican socialists we do not support these kind of attacks as they cause confuslon among the masses, which is not favourable tor the cause of the pßŊļ of the world who fight to put an end to imperialism and its aggressive politics, we must give to these tacts an anti Imperialist and class answer. The slmpllctics of a Just fight between 'good' and 'evil' ctoesn't wash with republican socialists. Like all wars we stand firmly by our class, wolÖng class. Be it the working class of North America, Afghanistan or Iraq In the hope that the workers can effectively weaken and sabotage the war effort of their rulers ln the way that the lraql workers attempted to do during Sadam's 

BUT THE 

+ 
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war against Iran. People ol the whole world have reasons to be upset by the deep meaning of such attacks as what has occurred on September 11 'th. They are lhe consequence ol the deepening ol all fundamental contradictions of society. Contradictions condemned rlghtly by workers and the youth within the movements against imperialist globalisation. To be able to resolve such contradictions, there is no other possible way forward than to work in favour of a greater unity among the workers' struggles around the world and to ralse even more our demands for social justice, true democracy and peace. If 'terrorist actions' are not going to fulfil these aims, measures of military retaliation, repression and imperialist governmental racism will allow it even less. To follow the path traced by the movements of Seattle or Genoa, by the people ol Africa, Asia or Latin America against all consequences of colonialism, is the only way to work seriously for the future of humanity. As long as Imperialism and its capitalist system exist, there will be new wars, attacks, external debt, famine and misery. We therefore call for the widest unity possible of genuine working class, anti imperialist broad front to retuse any Kind. ot m\li\ary re\al�a\\on towards \he l)eOple \n struggle. We support al\ anti-imperialist mob\Å· satlons carÛed out by workers, peasants and students around the world. Ail those who oppose racism should stand sh?ulder to shoulder with our sisters and brothers in the Arab, Muslim world and other communities of colour who are the victims of  violence, harassment and intimidation in a racist frenzy that's being created throughout the United States. We call on all people to stand together and say no to racism. As Marxists, we long for the day when we will see all of them both US Imperialism and the fundamentalists who make the lives of  our class a misery being dealt with by our class In all countries of the world in a war that will per mentally end all wars, the Class Warl 

o oo king, • menca s acte as hough the lives of thousands upon thou· nd of human innocents were nothing en compared to their own national nlerests. MIiiions of human fv×s were ost last year to hunger, wh11e the US government purchased vast quantities ol 
remember that there are things even more dehumanizing. Such as the experi ence of being conlronted by another 

stuffs for the purpose of destroying hem, to maintain the prices of US agrlultura1 products. Delicate and imperilled cosystems were pressed beyond edemptlon for luture generallons to use, ecause ii enhanced the quarterly earnngs of this or that corporation. Unique nd proud communities of cultures hose history stretches across the cen urles were rendered unstable and nsusta(nable because doing so provldd - however briefly - a source o1 labour tor sale cheaper than In another spot 75 

the capacity for terrible violence, beln forced fnto submlsslon and being too frightened to do anything but fVa as slave, In degradation and oppresslo without answering this Injustice. If vi lence ls used 10 hold a people In unju and humiliating bondage, then as abhor rent as it is, violence must often be u 
ilesa�. e people of Iraq were forced to endure ally bombings for every slngle day of a ur year period for darlng to exercise its overelgnty in opposltlon to American designs. The people of Palestine were old to retrain from defending themselves 

in response lo gain back ones freedom dignity, and humanity. No nation, no class, no people should ever feel the they are free 10 use violence !or lhet objŏıs whUe claiming those agai whom they direct lhis violence again have no right to do the same. So long as the weapons that America wields in military and sel ls to virtually eve repressive regime on lhls planet serve t exploit and vlolate another people, th people will have no recourse but to use the same ln their ques\ for Justice and li en Israel broke ,ts word in the treaty they signed, refused to negotiate, and nleashed a wave ot ongolng vlo1ence galnst the long explotted Palestlnlan pie. The people of Yugoslavla sutered loss of hie, or loved ones, or the hence for a llfe free of tear because of he relentless bombing by America and s NATO ames, yet noone seemed to eep tor lhese mothers as they buried heir murdered infants. Likewise. America sak1 nothing when the Guatemalan government failed to honur its word to the indigenous majority ol al nallon, despite the URNG keeping eirs. The American people didn't damr for justice for the mothers of the d\sared In Argentina or Chile, nor did ĲŇ concerned when the masso f  South Ėİ were still being told --at from here torward, the le of America W\U have hlnk carefully before they some other nation differring policy by raining devastaeek and expensive, state-of· f t  - never having to pause h or get close enough to see nd twisted limbs or hear the screams that are left In their t Ľł to think Ħó because they re now riddled with fear, as many US undtts have suggested -- we do not eed m0f8 people In the world IMng In error- but forced to think twice because ey have been so vividly remJnded that nnocent human Ille is precious and that are most human when we are mowd our concenå tor the well-being of ther people, not by the bloodthirst for geoce or the callousness of brutal elf-Interest. hile we in the Irish Republican oclalist Movement, both In North merica and across the Atlantic In reland or England, belleve lhat - as alcolm X warned lhe US Jong ago - he hlckens have now come home to roost, 

erty. A Stale standing with gun ln hand innocent blood up lo its eÛÙs ls ii\ aĲō lo select thal time to lecture to another naUon on the ǉƦ of hum life and and ooncem tor the grie.,mg wtdows and orphans. One is reminded the British government, its ÒØpation o six Irish counlies punĺư with th presence of thousands o1 armed soldiers and police or loyalis\ paramilitaries, hesH lrom hurling bombs al five or s\xyear-ol girls adopting tones of selt-righteous ness while telllng Irish republlCans republican socialists that thelr ls no roo for the gun ln Irish poŃň - preaching the imperative of decommlssionin weapons used to defend the terrorised members ol the nationalist worklng communities while insisting that th • own, lar more mŊŁ, ōŇile o f  weapons aĝ ęƳ any \ĔŪ. \\ go � a\ ³µ � ness ot d\8.\ogue and ³Ì � brute torce, le\ Bri\am and America the way by ending lhe\r Inteâļonal weapons trading end provide a mdÔl the rest of the world by relytng on th compelling force ol their ĵŌnts, n the coercion Into agreement by Ŏăts and violence. Convince us of the claim to leading human avlllZatJOn by their will lngness to trust in the beneÚÜ of the1 vision to gain their desired goals and foreswear any attempt to galn aÈÓt ance of their rule if 11 Ĺƥ nece to employ steel, fire and bx¬ to obi it. Until that time, however, the power of the truth to set men free and the supe • of reasoned dialogue over brute ÒĽ will retain the hollowness o1 prom made with fingers ŊƩ. TIM lnstan by the United States of its right to rÙa other nation's with cruelty and contem will remain a key source of camage, regardless of Who wields the ŇŃ. The old adage remains true that It Is bel ter to die on one's feel, aa a. huma being, than to live on one-S knees. So • ls the best interests of pntservlng th humanity or all, that those who presen bully so as to exploi1 for thetr own ben e Pentagon or ĹƳ HilJ must be Ñ×as legōƕmDltaty targets. Cenalnly the United Stales has time and �e again Ĵĵ such targets of other tfons around lhe wond. The Pentagon the strategy cenler of the American litary services and can hardly be gued tobe anything otherlhanaleglt. ale target. Certainly one might have oughllhal lheWhheHouse or theCIA eadquar1er1 would have been more ppr�priale targets than the Csphol u!ldmg, bul who can say that in a mm-�attack, the center of the govemmen1 ot alegilimate targ 

us Ĵĵ 50 many nothing but bomb craters \�by lhe,-US- thal lheyƬƼ drud llnd Ūƻ 1nto. how lhoseinHlroshlma must�üJeft-beforelhey lzed Into Ńƶ on the • us hope they team what " been like, When theƩș had lhe eir tom from thelr lu firestorm caused by the Al and then walched one ol Eur beautiful ciUes be erased in lheirfrnal lookoutupon lhe Make no mistake concerning mems In !he Irish AepubrcÍ Movemenl.We beneve lhatvio war are ugly. They are brutal. inhuman. And we believe th whether they take place In th New York's sǀƢrs or In o1North Afr1ca.We belleve t CLASS WARI 
take no pleasure In making that bservatlon. Like all people with the apacity lor caring, our thoughts are bove all with the husbands, daughters. ons and wives, friends, co-workers, eam-males, lovers of the thotJsands of nnocent. working class women and men hose llves were lraglcly cut short !or ins not their own, but transgressions made In their name, without their conent by a State that undercuts conllnu• ously lhelr abllily to legillmlze the pride hey so long to !eel for the land of thelr lrths. The tragedy we see, ls that calous disregard for Innocent humBn lite by he US government was answered by equally cynical disregard tor more lnnoent human beings, so that none can lay 1alm to justice having been done, but nly others having joined US Imperialism on the path to bart>artun. 

fr! the toll of the people o1 another nation, stop now. That lhey Instead extend the strong arms and hands in comforting embrace and selfless assistance to those who have yet to enjoy the prosper lty crnated In lhe course of their explo1ta tlon by others. Because the Ûōng peo pie ol this planet, whose brain, muscl creativity, and commitment has mad posslble every advance m lmprov quality of ol llfe, scientific bŇĸroughs, development of the arts, and expansion of human Hberty and justice, arn ĩǁ .. ed with degradation and violence, they will feel compelled to respond In kind. I the process, we will experience the s.ddl Ilona! lradegy ol these honourable an well mes.nlng working people being: lorced to sacrtflce some of thelr sell esteem in order to not stand idle in th tace of outrage and Inhumanity. 
l�r WlÚ near certainty lhat the ncan O§ernmenrs response will be measured nor calm The m ntha, n hlsto 

"Let the fight go on!". P.itsy o·Hi .i as ' as It Is lhat Such ls Peadar Ball• 









Title: Starry Plough, October 2001
Organisation: Irish Republican Socialist Party
Date: 2001

Downloaded from the Irish Left Archive.
Visit www.leftarchive.ie

The Irish Left Archive is provided as a non-commercial historical
resource, open to all, and has reproduced this document as an
accessible digital reference. Copyright remains with its original
authors. If used on other sites, we would appreciate a link back
and reference to us, in addition to the original creators. For re-
publication, commercial, or other uses, please contact the original
owners. If documents provided to The Irish Left Archive have been
created for or added to other online archives, please inform us so
sources can be credited.

https://www.leftarchive.ie

