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°er, weeks of defi½ce ҹ óe teeô of Һ52ess¾t The Travelling coÚ1unity faces bğtal 
cop harassment, Ŧndicüve court or,ders and oppression from õe Irish clerica¤st state. The m³h 
reacýonÔ ''local resident' mobilisations, of Mary Robinson's ''tol,erant'' and '''racism-free'' 
members o.f öe IrӞh Trave«g coÞuĺty were I Ireland is e�osed for the ¥e that it i.s by ÷e wave of 
violenĀy uven ħom their temp-orÕ haltӘg site I savage attacks agaһst· Travellers in the recent 
in CabҼteely, So,uth Dub¨ by a careĭlly -period. Travellҽg people face const¿t eŤction,

u�_ �,,cm� esĂated co , r¼d on the moęҾg of Tuesday 12 driven Ĩom theӚ sites Àd forced oĽo waste lÁd 
AuЁst wьģ even the r, c&\� • ,. ,· �. - C û¢ in dangerous locaþons (oĪen near public tәs) 

• 

bouĘeois press were kept ĩom wiāessҿg. We in without even e1ement·aĚ -sÂitation:;-t- Want 
the Dublin Spartacist Group ca,ll for urgent� mortality rat�s are high, life e�ectÃcy low and 

b·1· t· b th k t • d >� Traveller children are often denied even basic •mo i. tsa ions ·• · y · .· e wor. ers move[n in . e1 ence 
of Travell� halting sites and to put a stop to r.a'st education. È NoveÛer 1994, there was a horriĦc 
cop and vigilante a�acks on Travellers! Hands o: attack on Travellers 1 homes Äd a pļ �iĤ seģed 
the �avell� ! Trave©ers Ӏ Glenamaddy, Co G,alway. A moĿ 

later�m�ană� ¥iŠJaates-used forӬiī tĠcks Åd 
iron bars to wrec • caravÆs, leaŧg ąo faÜlies 
homeless. And in DublӁ local residents have 
mobilised to block development of new halÿg 

• Tюoughout the s1f1mmer óavellers ӂ South 
CoĽĆ DublӃ ыve faced a barrage ,of court orders 
Çd ӄjunĦons desišed to give legal cover for 
driving them from theӛ haltӅg sites. AÝdst this 
racist state vendetta High Court orders for the 
aěest of Travellers who have reĮsed to ''move 
along ! ' were issued on 29 July. As o£e Traveller 
apt¬ sußed it up, ''We cÈ't .be ġļӆg all the ..� _­
tiĜre� We are beӇg ssà-evea all over the place'' (Irish
Times, 31 July). So, on ôesday 29 July over 30 
Tr,aveller famҷes converged on Cabӈteely Park Ӊ 
the��� =r oto¨iously- anti-Traveller Dun 
Laoghaire/Rathdown Council area to take a 
courageous stÉd ӊ demÊdӋg their elementary 
right to haltӌg site provision. The T�avellers 
braved cop and vigilante har,assment for days
wэe their caravËs were vÌda¦sed, their Wqter
was cut off and theӜ haltӍg site was laid seige to bª
a combӎation of cops, councҳ workers Íd ''local
coàunity'' ťgilantes who Ąrne-d up �th earth­
movӏg equipmeľ Îd a lorry load of slurry.§ 

sites. 
The goverĻent's ''law and order'• ''Ïti dĢgs' 1

campaiŢ - kicked oĥ Ӑ the fir� place by øe 
''Raӑbow Coalition'' with the įª suppoĝ of ùe 
Labour Party and Demoĥatic LeĬ - meÐs the 
strengthenӒg of the repressive powers of the 
capita§st state which-wҴl be use,d agaӓst workers, 

_ women's rights activists, Republicans and
Travellers. Youth Defence Blue hiĞs feel úe �d 
Ӕ theӝ saҵ.s and have tÓgeted ûe Mary Stopes 
w,omen''s c)ӕic. There has b,een a rise of 
community-based vigilante ţoups which 
necessarҶy act as au�iaries of the racist bourgeois 
state, p rticularly the co,ps·. Ireland's Ťowing 
number of reİgees and ҸiЀÑts - Ӗcludӗg 
from East.em Euro,pe - �ll be targets of the state 
and vigilÒte terror now meted out to Traţellers. É 
the 'Wake of capitalist counterrevolution in the 
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Soviet Union Ëd Easteč Europe, immigrants and The Workers Solidarity Movement essentially 
minorities are under increasing attack. Fleeing views with favour the "self-activity'' of the 
from racist reaction, poor êmigrants including community and supports the "anti-dđgs" 
large number of Gypsies are attempting to move to campaign which helps fuel anti-Traveller 
Western Europe. They face vicious racism and vigilantism, though they may wring their hands at 
deportation when they arrive. Our comrades of the "problems with some of their tactics, especially 
Spartakusowska Grupa Polski, Polish section of when they degenerate into self-appointed gangs the InteĎational Communist League, in a pr�test 
statement issued in response to a vile racist running personal vendettas" (Workers Solida3ty,

roundup and deportation of Roma and Sinti Spr
g 1997), As for trade union action, the WSM 
(Gypsy) refugees by the Democratic Left Alliance calls for defence of local authori ty trade unionists 
(SLD) goverČent stated "the deportation of the who refuse to be 
volved in evictions, but say not 
Roma is part of a plan which includes the opening a word about the need to mobilise the trade union 
of new 'deportation centers' .financed through an movement indefence of Travellers'haltíg sites!As 
agreement with the German Fourth Reich to keep for the Socialist Workers Party, they did not even 
'undesirable ëmigration' out of "Fortress Europe " mention the Traveller question or the woman 
(Workers Vanguard no 648, 5 July l996). Full question }urning questions in this country) in 
citizenship rights for all immigrants and re�gees! their recent election campaign. 
Smash anti-Traveller vig%lantism! 

The fake left bear their share of political As we Spartacists sat d seven years ago at the

responsibility for the recent attacks on Travellers. foundag of our group " ... the defence of the

Áe Socialist Party of Joe Higgins TD are up to their horribly oppressed Travellers' coÿunity is an 
eyeballs î th e rulag class's reactionary "law and , "acid test of Irish revolutionaries" (Ireland: Wor(rs

order" crusade . In his April 1996 local election to Power). Urgently necessary. is the fight for a
campaign in Blanchardstown - with its large revolutionary workers party to combat all forms of 
Traveller population - Higgbs pandered directly capitalist oppression on the road to smashìg theto anti-Traveller vigilantism when his election rotten capitalist system and establisø workeĨ' 
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��h�a�s�Þ=·· e�-aá, _ e is an s. For an Irish
ar O en ers an workers republic, part of a socialist federation of�· apply co�unity pressure to stop th�m. "In the 

the British Isles.- context of Ireland, such appeals are thinly 
disguised code language for inciting lynch-mob 
hysteria against Travellers such as was witnessed 
b Cabïteely. 
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18 August 1997

For �ore information, contact: 

Dublin Spartacist Group 
.� Inteďational Communist Lea e [Fourę InteĐationalist] 

P.O. Box 29 • , Dub÷ 1
Tel: 409 copied by trade union labour 
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